GEOC Meeting October 30, 2014
In attendance:
Mike Young – Chair, (Karen Piantek – Admin), Gustavo Nanclares, Eduardo Urios-Aparisi, Scott Campbell, David Gross, Olivier Morand, Tom Abbott, Ana Maria Diaz-Marcos, Fatma Selampinar; Manuela Wagner
Regrets:
Eric Schultz, Tom Meyer, Kathleen Tonry
Meeting called to order at 11:05am.
1.  Minutes of October 13, 2014 meeting were accepted unanimously.
2.  Announcements

A. Communication from CLAS C&C

· M. Young read a statement received from Jon Gajewski regarding curricular policy and resources; the CLAS C&C will be considering this statement soon and asked the GEOC for comments. 
· D. Gross indicated that he was at that meeting and the statement was controversial; it has not been officially approved yet. He gave examples specific to MATH courses as they relate to the policy suggestion.
· The statement is a reaction to growth in student body without growth in faculty; TAs will be most affected by the lack of funding.
· One of the big questions to be considered across committees is how much change in the way a course is offered would it take before it becomes an issue.
· It was suggested that GEOC approves a course outline (including substance and content), not a pedagogy.

B. Revision of “Digital Information Literacy” competency; deletion of Computer Technology competency.

· The group met yesterday and has some clear ideas on how to move forward.
· They have decided to emphasize best practices rather than judge compliance.
· GEOC is currently holding the deletion of the Computer Tech Competency.
C. Suggestions for new GEOC members requested, especially CA1 and W.
· There are still no concrete prospects for any of the subcommittee openings. K. Piantek will check in with the nominating committee.

3.  Subcommittee Reports
CA2 Report 
· There was no discussion regarding the deletion of POLS 1007.

· Regarding EPSY 2810, while the course meets the letter of the CA2 guidelines, one member expressed reservations about the academic rigor of the course.
· The GEOC engaged in a discussion of this topic and questioned why this hasn’t been addressed before.

· One member asked if the objection to the course was on the grounds of content or pedagogy. The issue was primarily with how the course was delivered, as well as some content.

· K. Piantek noted as an FYI that the Senate C&C approved the course to be offered without its content area on 10/15/2014.

· It was asked if this will be a required course. It does not appear so. M. Young indicated that EPSY admits students as juniors, so they wouldn’t take this 2000-level course.

· D. Gross noted an example from years ago about a LING course being considered for Q designation.  The committee was unsure about the course’s Q content and asked proposers to come talk about it because they were not familiar enough with the discipline. It turned out that the course did meet the academic rigor and qualifications for Q.

· Members questioned how flexible we really can/should be in reviewing these courses.

· M. Wagner expressed that she found the assignments and assessment to be suitable, but she was concerned about whether TAs will be used because that could make a difference in the implementation of the course with 200 students. She wondered if the GEOC could make recommendations to proposers.
· One member suggested that maybe the course was good for elementary education majors, but not for university-wide general education; M. Young reminded the committee that Creativity is an important aspect of all education according the University’s recently adopted Strategic Plan.

· M. Wagner felt that this was really a good discourse in how we approach differences across disciplines. She expressed that the assessments did seem quite thorough, so exposure to this topic might be valuable for students.
· M. Young suggested that the discussion had reached a plateau and called for a vote on the course.
The delete of POLS 1007 was approved unanimously; EPSY 2810 was passed with one abstention.
CA4 Report

·  No discussion.
Report approved unanimously as submitted by committee members present. (POLS 1007)

W Report

· K. Piantek clarified that the two ARTH courses were already approved as Ws but were seeking a content area designation now, so their W status was reviewed again. No change was being made to the W portion of the course, so the proposers had neglected to fill out box f on the form related to W courses. Both K. Piantek and K. Tonry have been in contact with the proposer and are working on this oversight. Since the completion of this part of the form is mainly a matter of GEOC policy and is not really substantive for the courses, the W subcommittee is requesting conditional approval with the understanding that the courses should be in compliance very shortly.
SOCI/HRTS 3837W, POLS 3429W, ECE 4099W, and URBN 4000W were all approved unanimously; ARTH 3640W and ARTH 3645W were conditionally approved with one opposition on the grounds that the form was incomplete; OSH 3277W and OSH 4221W were both approved for deletion unanimously.
  4.  Other Reports and Discussion
A. Next steps on the proposal regarding First Year Writing waivers; data has been requested from OIRE
· OIRE questioned the use of such a large data request but ultimately seems to be working on fulfilling it. K. Piantek will check in on the progress of this request.
B. 2014-15 Course Re-alignment – Contacts are set; forms are ready to be sent
· The forms were sent yesterday and are due on Dec. 5th.
C. 2014-15 Provost’s Competition – Announcement has been reposted; Deadline is Nov. 7
· There does not seem to be a lot of interest in the competition. M. Young has received inquiries from two instructors, but no proposals have been submitted thus far.
· M. Young has received word from Sally Reis that she would like to talk about the competition, so he will be meeting with her Wednesday, November 5th.
Meeting adjourned at 1:00pm.

Respectfully submitted, 

Karen Piantek
GEOC Administrator
