GEOC Meeting October 13, 2008

In Attendance: Katharina von Hammerstein, Bill Lott, Kristina Paul, Morty Ortega, Anke Finger, Mike Darre, Niloy Duitta,
Jane Goldman, Robert Cromley, John Troyer, Peter Gogarten, Felicia Pratto, Cora Lynn Deibler, Tom Deans, Anabel Perez.
Not Present: Tom Roby, Xae Alicia Reyes, Murphy Sewall, Elizabeth Jockusch, Letitia Naigles.

Meeting called to order at 12:11pm. Mike Darre sdras temporary chair until 12:30pm.

1. Minutes of the last meeting were edited as follows:
* Item 5: Paragraph beginning, “A total of 127 wrgtisamples...”
o0 Remove the phrase: “the graded sample [...] spetibdcs).”
0 Add the phrase, “the final grade,” following “themgraded sample.”
o Edit the following sentence as shown: “After depaamt faculty coordinatonser e identified, they
recruitedat least three readers from their department- faculty adgate students.”

Motion to approve minutes as corrected. Motion approved.

2. Announcements.

» Cross-Content Area General Education Courses. Katharina von Hammerstein presented the GEOC
proposals for CCAGE courses to Senate C&CC. Seb@@C approved the proposal’'s concept and are
now looking at the language of the proposal to mbkere palatable to the community at large. Senat
C&CC will vote on the matter at its next meeting.

* Qand W Center Directors. Senate C&CC supports the General Education Guigelchange we have been
discussing in GEOC. The general change is: if W@renter Directors are subcommittee chairs, they
should be able to vote. If they do not have chansh@, they should not have voting rights. W and Q
Center membership in GEOC will be openeeitber the Director OR Associate Director of the respextiv
Center.

* Graduate Sudent Representation. GEOC welcomes EPSY graduate student, Kristina, Ra@GEOC.

» Learning Resources Center. Katharina von Hammerstein received an email frdiacalty member
requesting the inclusion of an LRC representativé&s&OC on an ex officio basis, much like the Q #hd
Centers have GEOC representation. Katharina vonniastein declined this request, arguing that, ICLR
does not have a disciplinary focus like the Q an@#&vters; 2, Q and W Center representatives serve a

specific function on GEOC in that GEOC approvesn@ @ courses, and; 3, the Q and W Centers directly

support General Education requirements, unlike LREOC members supported this response.

« Monday Nov 10". Morty Ortega and Katharina von Hammerstein ararileg to attend a conference on
Monday, November 1f) a GEOC meeting day. Katharina von Hammersteied#kat GEOC consider
rescheduling the GEOC meeting to either Wednesday, 12" 130-330 or Monday Nov. 1'712-2. The
GEOC meeting has been changed to Wednesday Novdrap2008 130-330.

3. Subcommittee Reports.
HIST/PRLSLAMS 1570 Honors Core: Migrant Workers in Connecticut. CA1 and CA4 Update.
This course was provisionally approved by GEOGQGsalkist meeting so long as a revision to the cgtatpy
and/or title was made to include the ethnicitiethef migrant workers in question. The instructaiead to make a
change to the catalog copy. However, due to thasigh, the course proposal will once again neeeé tewiewed
by CLAS C&CC. CLAS C&CC will not review the coursarlier than their October $8neeting. The course
instructor wishes to offer the course in the consamester and would therefore like for the courssgppear in the
P/S schedule of classes by the start of Spring@@tration. The CLAS C&CC proposed review datd moit
allow for this to take place. As a result, GEOC saggested to the instructor the following optitorsteaching
the course in the Spring:

e Submit the course to Senate C&CC now as a non-geowse and simultaneously submit a revised

version of the catalog copy to CLAS C&CC.
» Offer the course as an experimental course in dtieemffering departments.




The instructor has decided to pursue teachingdhese as an experimental, non-gen ed course. tHdhese is
approved prior to the start of the Spring 2009 s#erethe experimental course may be “switchedtter
approved general education version of the course.

Q Subcommittee
The Q subcommittee recommeratgpr oval of the followingrevision in catalog copy:

Current Title and Catalog Copy:
MATH 1030Q. Elementary Discrete Mathematics

(103Q) Either semester. Three credits. Recommepdggiaration: MATH 1010, 1011 or the equivalent. Npén
for credit to students who have passed any mathesraiurse other than MATH 1010, 1011, 1020, 10430,
1060 or 1070.

Problem solving strategies, solutions of simultarsdinear equations, sequences, counting and pitipatwraph
theory, deductive reasoning, the axiomatic methwtlfanite geometries, number systems.

Revised Title and Catalog Copy:
Math 1030Q. Elementary Discrete Mathematics

(103Q) Either semester. Three credits. Recommepadggaration: MATH 1010, 1011Q or the equivalerdt N
open for credit to students who have passed anlgensttics course other than MATH 1010, 1011, 102801
1050, 1060 or 1070.

Topics chosen from discrete mathematics. May irelemlinting and probability, sequences, graph theory
deductive reasoning, the axiomatic method andefiggometries, number systems, voting methods rappment
methods, mathematics of finance, number theory.

Motion to approve the Q Subcommittee report. Motion approved.

Subcommittee Member Recr uitment
The most recent subcommittee membership list wasillited. The following changes were made:

Computer Technology
* New: Katherina Sorrentino.
Quantitative
* Bernard Grela
» Note: Chairs are still trying to recruit CHEM penslout this has proved unsuccessful thus far.
Science and Technology
* No new members are needed at this time.
Information Technology
* No new members are needed at this time.

Motion to approve the new member ship list, with the above additions. M otion approved.

Anabel Perez will contact those faculty and stdibwesponded to the GEOC Call for Nominations forin
them of the final membership decisions.

Morty Ortega expressed interest in having moreestucepresentatives on GEOC subcommittees. Jartkr@al
suggested that subcommittees recruit outside of Bjgidintees.

4. General Reportsand Discussion



CA3 Science and Technology and Laboratory Requirement

Douglas Hamilton emailed Katharina von Hammersteiask if there was a specific general education
requirement that stated the lab portion of a CA®se must be passed in order to meet the CA3 Lgabresnent?
Is there any requirement that the lab be passdédanminimum C grade?

There is nothing in the General Education Guidslireggarding passing the lab portion of CA3 coufée. view of
the current CA3 subcommittee is that new requirdmtar the content area should not be added. A&liGeneral
Education Guidelines state is that a student mass pwvo CA3 courses one of which must be a labseoiNo
stipulation, other than passing, is listed. CA3 iCNdoy Dutta stated that some departments teagheneral
education labs have separate lab requirementatbatery strict, and where passing the lab poxifom course is
necessary to pass the course. Katharina von Harteimeesked GEOC: does GEOC want to leave it updo t
instructor or department to determine what “passmgans? GEOC is in consensus that the instrubtmuld
make this determination.

A second question about CA3 is whether there aydadmcourses where a student can pass the coltisaiv
passing the lab portion of the course. This ihiatdore of Doug Hamilton’s concern. General opiroarGEOC is
that asking how the lab portion of a CA3 coursgraded (viz. passing the course) is appropriate for
Recertification. Jane Goldman points out that 2BTab courses are from CLAS departments.

Some GEOC members suggested that there shoulthbistemcy in W and CA3 lab requirements, i.e. sttgle
must pass the lab/W portion of the course to gassaourse. Jane Goldman pointed out that the atigonmittee
which reviewed the CA3 requirement made a distimchetween “competency” and “content area,” witnittea
that a W can be added to any course whereas ataintbe.

Connecticut High School Second Language Graduation Requirements

Anke Finger brought this matter to GEOC becauselliithave ramifications for UConn’s general eduoatentry
requirements. Note: of all entering students, rdyi§6% come with their second language exit request
already met.

Anke Finger: The president of Connecticut Countilanguage Teachers (CT COLT) has sent a notied to
members informing them of a CT Board of Educatiecosdary school reform proposal that would voterega
establishing a two-year second language requireri@etorganization is seeking to reinstate theireqent in
K-12 education.

Currently, the CT Board of Ed does not require si@ars of second language instruction. As a resaoithe high
schools have this requirement, while others doHais, some CT students graduate from high schuadble to
attend UConn due to not meeting the two-year setammgliage entrance requirement. The state boarduzfation
had planned to make this a requirement, but dedmleeimove it from the plan.

There is currently no indication of this proposédrge on the CT Board of Education website. Ankgé&ii found
out from Tom Murphy, Board of Education spokesniba,timetable for proposed action on this plan:graposal
will be reviewed by the General Assembly and gowem February/March and public hearings will bédhe
thereafter. At the moment, this proposal has nenhbatified. The persons in government to whonestants
about the proposal should be sent are Thomas GaifigyAndrew Fleischman.

Nationally, this initiative is going in the wrongrection, with many state Boards of Educatasiding second
language instruction requirements. Internation&lyropean schools takevalti-lingual approach. Anke Finger
pointed out that this initiative, if ratified, wilave a trickledown effect, sending a messagevatiehat world
languages/culture are not important. In an eracfkiased need for global experience (second laegsagly
abroad, cultural learning), this CT initiative is #-fated one.

The initiative also has repercussions in mattemsgoiity. If second language instruction is not regfby the CT
Board of Education, school districts with few funday feel encouraged to cut second languages fiemn t



curriculum; districts with more funding will stile able to provide second language options. Aata stitity,
UConn is obliged to provide equal access to edogati

According to the Board of Education proposal, #wgonale for dropping the second language requinéme
includes:
» Differences in language instruction lead to widpgym learning across the state.
* A shortage of second language teachers makesdbheement possible.
» High school second language instruction and thgsiaition without a pre-high school second language
background would not be effective.
Anke Finger noted that these arguments are unfalinde

Bill Lott suggested that GEOC should make a statgnmea letter to the chairman of the appropriaterigher
Education committees stating that UConn will ndéxets entrance expectations requiring two yedrsecond
language. The following people will be involvedtims letter writing effort: Bill Lott, Anke FingeiXae Alicia
Reyes, Felicia Pratto, Katharina von Hammersteae Klicia Reyes, as Chair of the Second Language
subcommittee will take the lead on this effort. Arfkinger noted that Barbara Lindsey, a former geggiof CT
COLT and currently Director of UConn’s Multimediahguage Center, is currently writing such a ledtet will
present it to Xae Alicia Reyes and the rest of3keond Language subcommittee.

Jane Goldman suggested contacting local represargd&enise Merrill and Don Williams to facilitatieis
campaign.

Budget Implication for GAs and Large General Education Lecture Courses

Due to the current budget cuts at UConn, many deyaguts are unable to fund GAs to support largeitect
courses. One possible instructor reaction to lddupport is to limit class seats. This would hawagnificant
impact on general education seats and lead to @ $hugrtage overall.

Katharina von Hammerstein asked GEOC members: D&kygow about large lecture courses that are lowerin
enrollment? How are departments handling the buclgistvis-4-vis course teaching?

» Cora Lynn Deibler stated that cutting seats hagebbeen a “solution” for ARTH.

* Robert Cromley noted that the directive for resoisslid not allow for reduced enroliment. For GEOG,
GAs will be funded this academic year, but nextryeidl be a problem. Also, teaching methods will
change to a more standardized method of assessmneae the burden on instructors. Additionallgréh
will be a decrease in how many assignments stu@eatgiven in order to decrease the amount of stude
work needing to be assessed.

» Bill Lott pointed to at least one ECON course fdrieh discussion sections have been removed. Heefurt
stated that large courses could become “clickerss®)’ where assessment is automatic and doedlowt a
time for reflection. Also, some courses will mowectassic lecture instruction only.

» John Troyer also noted that some courses will lgtéd,” with a lot of innovative pedagogy and stuide
learning opportunities removed.

* Like Robert Cromley, Jane Goldman noted that GAkheifunded in HDFS this year, but there will be a
problem next year with GAs and W courses.

* Relative to lab courses, Niloy Dutta stated thatlibdget cuts will result in fewer, thus largeh $ections.
Also, instructors will be forced to use bubble dha® “yes/no” format for testing.

* Tom Deans said that, across the board, ENGL depattseats have changed from 35 to 40 students He i
unsure is if this increase in seats per coursebgikbustainable with further cuts or with as muciting.

The CLAS Dean’s Office is asking faculty to cutigasnents and decrease “teaching” in order to fmctvithout
GA support. Several GEOC members stated that thditde integrity in this stance because it does match
faculty with student needs. Enrollment has incrdagleile funding has not matched the pace in grotso noted
is that fact that the budget cuts pose a confitiveen asking faculty to spend more time in tearhimd assessing



(without GA support) on one hand and asking thequigish more on the other. Concerns were voicatlttte
guality of education at UConn in general, and afegal education in particular, will decrease.

Graduate vs. Undergraduate Education: There isvagi®e attitude among UConn administrators thatigate
students cost money and that undergraduates biomgyrin. It is fundamentally unfair to pretend thionn is a
small liberal arts college, i.e. faculty /studeatias, etc. Because of this focus on Undergradadteation,
Graduate Education may suffer. Kristina Paul ndted there is talk that tuition remission is on lihe for new
PhD students which would have a significant impacattracting high quality graduate students. Alkere is a
new directive- not yet implemented- wherein half$bfs would not be allowed in order to save orftinge
costs of employment.

A letter to Veronica Makowsky will be drafted najithe concerns outlined above, GEOC consensus that
reductions to Graduate Education will have immediapercussions to General Education, and that GEQ.@]
mourn the loss of the improvements UConn has madetbe past few years.

5. Monitoring and Assessment

W Workshop
The GEOC Assessment subcommittee will meet witshirean English W Assessment committee in November.

CA3 Assessment coordinator

Hedley Freake offered the position to GEOC's topdidate. She suggested to look for a person whobeay
better qualified for the position. Hedley Freak@m@ached a second person who has not yet decfdgteiwill
accept. Others have also been identified shoulgtingary candidate decline.

CA4 Assessment

The CA4 Assessment document has been approvee GyERDC Assessment subcommittee and has been sent to
CAA4 for final review. The subcommittee will takeeolast look and then forward the document to An&aeez for
online posting.

Members of the CA4 and Assessment subcommitteesm®ttober 6 to discuss CA4 Assessment in the coming
year. The CA4 subcommittee is concerned that theorgsibilities outlined for the CA4 Assessment Cowator
would be too much for one person and that, asultyéisey would be unable to recruit someone fergbst. The
Assessment subcommittee asked CA4 to prioritizeghbings that they would most like to know aboA#C
learning and teaching at this time. The subcommittél also discuss possible candidates. Unlikeepth
subcommittees which have begun assessment, thes@edmmittee would like to be involved in shapihg t

CA4 assessment effort.

Note: As in the assessment of CA3 and W, assessth&@#4, too, will not include all courses of tlientent
area, but will focus on a small subset. The questto be investigated will be of importance to Gl to the
university at large.

Recertification will be focus of future meetings tAe end of this academic year, GEOC must havaraip place
to move forward with the Recertification effort.

Meeting called to a close at 155pm.
Respectfully submitted,

Anabel Perez
GEOC Administrator



